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Abstract :

This study aimed at identifying the extent to which Dhahi Khalfan employed
propaganda devices in promoting the Emirati-Israeli normalization agreement through
his Twitter account. To achieve this goal, the study relied on the descriptive analytical
approach to analyze Khalfan's tweets that promoted normalization during the period
from 1 January 2013 to 30 September 2020. The researchers developed the content
analysis codebook based on framing theory and the seven propaganda devices
developed by the Institute for Propaganda Analysis (IPA) in the late 1930 .

The results of the content analysis revealed that Khalfan’s communication strategy relied
heavily on the strategic frames, which formed around 30% of his tweets, while the
Responsibility frames formed the least percentage as ranked only 2.1% of the total
frames used in Khalfan’s messages. Khalfan’s communication strategy on Twitter came
in line with the seven propaganda devices. He employed “glittering generality”
approximately 34% of the total techniques used in the study sample, while the least
technique was “positive transfer” as scored 1.7%. In the light of these results, further
research should focus on determining the real impact of social media dedicated to
attracting the Arab public’s attention to promote the Arab-Israeli normalization projects.
Furthermore, decision-makers should enhance professional social media cadres' skills to
be capable to confront propaganda coming from different sources.

Keywords: Dhahi Khalfan, Emirates, normalization, propaganda technique, Twitter,

tweets, strategic framing.
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