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Abstract: The article aims at identifying the negative influences of false rumors on
society. It adopts the qualitative approach in analyzing data collected from books and
relevant studies. The article has come to a set of conclusions, most importantly is figuring
out that circulating rumors is a social and human phenomenon as old as humankind
itself. It is a serious illness and a social disease spreading and permeating in different
communities regardless of their economic and educational status in particular. Rumors
are often deliberately fuelled, so they play a significant role affecting the public morale
and fomenting division and hatred amongst them, leading then to violence and crime.
Furthermore, enemies usually take rumors as a weapon during times of war, crises and
other incidents to encourage discrimination and disorder that will eventually
disempower the people, affect their national positions and distort the masses struggle.
Moreover, the article finds out that the law governing rumors circulation is subject to
two conditions : value and ambiguity. Accordingly, the article recommends concerned
parties to combat rumors and alert the public to the damage, harm and risks of such a
phenomenon using all available means such as (media, lectures, seminars and
brochures) in order to take heed not to fall into rumors owing to lack of awareness.
Additionally, the article recommends that care should be taken to punish all who spread
rumors within the community ; add to that the need to establish a special scientific
centre for combating rumors by introducing its” types and how to prevent them. An
equally important recommendation is for various media to make sure to provide correct
news, statements and incidents, prior to the posting of any material, as it is affirmed that
rumors sweep where certainty is absent. Cooperation and coordination between media
on the one hand, and formal and informal institutions on the other, should be enhanced
for more rumors prevention as well. Second to last recommendation suggests that we
need to deal with crises (as it is considered the main entrance for rumors to circulate)
and to quash false rumors. Finally, laws governing and controlling the use of social

media should be legislated.

Keywords : Rumor, False rumors, Negative influences.
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