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The expansion of terrorism concept and its distinction from the legitimate

resistance in accordance with the provisions of international law
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Abstract: The aim of this study is to shed light on the motives and trends in which the
major powers seek to expand the concept of terrorism in order to achieve their own
goals. It also aims to reach the precise meaning of terrorism and explain its motives, and
the importance of developing a clear and specific concept of terrorism. This research

deals with the concepts that are mixed with the concept of terrorism and which are
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prohibited by international laws and charters, specifically the concept of legitimate
resistance aimed at enabling peoples to exercise their right to self-determination.

The problem of this study appears in the trend of the major countries to expand the
concept of terrorism in order to intervene in the internal affairs of countries and to
encroach on their resources, so as not to be able to cope with the modern developments
in the world.

The study concluded to a set of results: The most prominent, there are clear differences
between terrorism and legitimate resistance, which aim at achieving the right of peoples
to self-determination, in addition to the failure of countries to agree on a specific concept
of terrorism because of the divergence of international interests.

The study also concluded to a number of recommendations that emphasize the need
for intellectual, scientific, humanitarian and cultural communication among countries
and between the official international organizations, or the civil society, in order to
develop a clear, comprehensive and unified concept of terrorism in accordance with
specific religious, ethical and legal standards with the aim of reducing the phenomenon
of terrorism, and empowering oppressed peoples to exercise their right to self-
determination.

Key words: terrorism, legitimate resistance, the right of peoples to self-determination.
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